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How  Australia  Is  Governed 
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How  Laws  Are  Passed  in  Australia 
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Royal  Assent 
Governor  General’s 
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f 

*  Introduction  of  Public 
Bill  (Private  Bills 
are  rare) 


Same  procedure  for 
House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  and  Senate 
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♦Money  bills  are  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Representatives 


How  People  Are  Elected  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  Australia 


From  Queensland  (Each  state  in 
Australia  has  its  own  rules  for 
electing  people  to  Parliament.) 


MEMBER  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


The  Winner 


i  k 


Election  Day 

t  t  t  r~ 

Candidate  Candidate  Candidate  Independent 

Party  A  Party  B  Party  C  Candidate 


Candidates’  names  only  on  the  ballot 


Names  sent  to 
Returning  Officer 
plus  deposit  of 
$A40 


Party  A 
Convention 


Independent  Candidate 

Party  B  Party  C  proposed  by  at  least 

Convention  Convention  6  electors 


Facts  To  Help  Us  Learn 
About  Australia 


1  Area:  2,967,741  sq.  miles 


2 

Population: 

12,296,000  — June  1969 

3 

Population  of  ten 

largest  cities  —  June,  1969 

Sydney  . 

2,713,000 

Melbourne  . 

2,373,000 

Brisbane  . 

.  833,000 

Adelaide  . 

809,000 

Perth  . 

636,000 

Newcastle  . 

.  233,967 

(1968) 

Hobart  . 

148,000 

Greater 

Wollongong  . 

162,835 

(1967) 

Canberra  . 

119,000 

Geelong . 

109,974 

(1967) 

4 

Income  per  person 

i: 

$A1, 810  —  1969 

5 

Birth  rate: 

20.0  (per  1,000) 

—  1968 

6 

Death  rate : 

9.1  (per  1,000)  - 

-  1968 

7 

Infant  mortality: 

18.3  (per  1,000) 

—  1968 

8  Marriages: 

8.8  (per  1,000)  —  1968 


9  Average  family  size: 
3.5  —  1966* 


10  Different  races: 

Caucasian  (white)  almost  all 

(1970) 

Aborigines  .  45,000 

(1969) 

{Others  .  41,600 

(Dec.  1968) 
(20,600  citizens, 

21,000  non-citizens) 


1 1  Different  religions  —  1966* 

Protestant  .  6,913,412 

Greek  Orthodox 

and  Catholic  .  2,187,650 

Roman  Catholic  1,103,969 

Jewish  .  63,271 

Other  .  143,255 

No  Reply  .  1,138,899 


12  Crime  rate  (per 

100,000)  —  1968  (est.) 

Murder  .  1.19 

Robbery  .  10.7 

Assaults  .  20.7 


13  Imports  .  ..  $3,469,000,000 

(1969) 

Exports  .  $3,374,000,000 

(1969) 


♦Last  census  that  gathered  this 
information  was  in  1966. 
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14  Professional  services: 

Doctors  .  13,697 

(1966) 

Dentists  .  4,300 

(1969) 

Teachers 

Elementary  and 

Secondary  .  124,000 

(1968) 


15  Transportation: 

Autos  .  3,551,000 

(1969) 

Paved  roads  ....  142,465  mi. 

(1967) 

Ports  .  66 

(1968) 

Airports  .  681 

(1969) 

Railroad  tracks  25,151  mi. 

(1968) 


16  Communications — 1969 


Television  stations  .  84 

Radio  stations  .  196 

Number  of 

telephones  ....  3,392,436 

(1968) 

Daily  newspapers .  50 


17  Gross  National  Product 
(G.N.P.)  $A27, 17 1,000,000 

(1969) 


18  Industries  (Work  Force) 

—  1968 
Number 

Type  Employed 

Forestry,  Fishing, 
and  Agriculture  .  107,011 

Mining, 

Manufacturing,  and 
Construction  .  .  1,675,000 


19  Crops —  1969  (est.) 

Type  Bushels 

Wheat  .  540,000,000 

Oats  .  91,800,000 

Barley .  68,000,000 

Apples  .  20,800,000 

Sorghum  .  14,700,000 

Maize  .  7,900,000 

Pears  .  4,800,000 

Citrus  Fruit  .  3,800,000 

Tons 

Sugar  Cane  .  18,400,000 

Hay  .  3,811,000 

(1968) 

Potatoes  .  680,000 

Rice  .  239,000 

Tobacco  ..  31,000,000  lbs. 

Cotton  .  167,000  bales 


20 

Livestock  —  1969 

Type 

Number 

Sheep  . 

176,200,000 

Cattle  . 

..  20,772,000 

(1967) 

Hogs  . 

.  ..  2,253,000 

Horses  . 

.  479,000 

(1967) 

21 

Employment  - 

-  1969 

Labor  Force 

....  5,197,000 

Unemployed  . 

.  54,900 

22 

Cement  production: 
3,805,000  tons  (1968) 

Oil  production 

I 

14,063,000  barrels  (1969) 
Steel  production: 

6,596,461  tons  (1969) 

23 

Population  — 

1966 

Urban  . 

....  9,610,772 

Rural  . 

....  1,920,003 

A  Time  Line  of  Australian  History 


KEY 

TO 

TIME 

LINE 


1600 


1800 


1850 


1860 


Over 
100  years 


50  years 


10  years 


7676-Hartog  lands  on  west  coast.  76^2 -Tasman  lands  on 
what  is  now  Tasmania.  7  -  Dampier  on  northwest  coast. 

1770  —  Cook  at  Botany  Bay.  1788  —  First  convict  fleet  arrives. 
1795  -  Merino  sheep  brought  to  Australia. 


7505  -  Flinders  sails  around  Australia.  7575 -Blue  Moun¬ 
tains  crossed.  1827  -Australian  Museum  in  Sydney  founded. 
7555  -  Melbourne  settlement.  7556  -  Adelaide  settlement. 


Australian  Colonies  Government  Act:  colony  status  and  legis¬ 
latures  for  Tasmania,  South  Australia,  Western  Australia, 
Victoria.  7557  -Gold  rush.  755^ -First  telegraph  service 
from  Melbourne  to  Williamstown.  7  556  -  Secret  ballot  voting. 
7559  -  Queensland  becomes  a  colony. 


7567  -Chinese  immigration  restricted  in  some  colonies. 
7  562  -  Australia  crossed  south  to  north  by  Stuart.  7565- 
South  Australia  annexes  Northern  Territory.  7565  -  Half  of 
U.K.’s  raw  wool  imports  from  Australia;  Colonial  Validity  Act. 


Australia  responsible  for  own  military  defense.  1871  —  London 
and  Australia  linked  by  cable.  7575  -  Telephone  introduced 
into  Australia. 


Refrigerated  Australian  meat  in  London.  7555  -  Tasmania’s 
Mt.  Lyell  discovered  (richest  copper  mine  in  world).  1886- 
Gold  field  opened  in  Western  Australia,  Federal  Council 
formed. 


Seamen’s  strike,  shearers’  strike.  7597  -  Australian  Federal 
Convention.  759^7 -Women  vote  in  South  Australia.  7597- 
Federation  Constitution.  7599 -Federal  Council  dissolved. 


1901  -  First  Federal  Parliament  -  Commonwealth  of  Australia 
formed;  postal,  telegraph,  and  telephone  services  under  gov¬ 
ernment  control. 


7974  -  Australia  enters  World  War  I.  7975  -  Australian 
troops  at  Gallipoli.  7976  -  Conscription  referendum.  7975- 
War  ends -almost  417,000  enlisted  -  60,000  killed.  7979- 
Australian  mandate  for  New  Guinea  and  Nauru. 


1920  1921  -  First  air  services  between  Adelaide  and  Sydney.  1923  - 

Defense  program  begun.  1924  -  Compulsory  voting  adopted. 
7929  -  Depression  hits  Australia. 


1930  7952 -Ottawa  Agreement:  Britain  gives  preference  to  Aus¬ 

tralian  foodstuffs,  Australia  gives  preference  to  British  manu¬ 
factured  goods.  7954  -  Commonwealth  budget  has  surplus. 
7959  -  Australia  enters  World  War  II. 


1940  7947 -Japan  attacks  throughout  Pacific.  7942 -General 

MacArthur  establishes  headquarters  in  Australia.  1945  - 
World  War  II  ends  -  almost  1,000,000  enlisted  -  34,300 
killed.  7945  -  Australian  becomes  President  of  U.N.;  first 
Australian  cars  produced;  Woomera  Rocket  Range  estab¬ 
lished. 


1950  Australia  sends  troops  to  Korea.  7957-Anzus  Security 
Treaty,  Colombo  Plan  inaugurated.  7955 -First  major  oil 
strike  on  mainland  in  Western  Australia.  7954  -  Australia 
enters  SEATO.  1957  -  Trade  treaty  with  Japan. 


1960  1965  -  Trade  treaty  with  Russia.  Iron  ore  deposits  discovered 

in  Western  Australia,  new  oil  and  gas  fields  discovered.  1966  - 
Decimal  currency  introduced.  7965 -Nickel  deposits  dis¬ 
covered  in  Western  Australia.  7969  -  Copper  mining  on 
Bougainville;  Coral  Sea  Islands  Territory  formed. 


1970 
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Culture  and  Values  in  Australia 


People  from  many  different  parts  of  the  world  have  settled  in 
Australia.  Very  few  non-white  people  are  permitted  to  settle  there. 
In  some  areas  of  the  continent  there  are  groups  of  people  called 
Aborigines,  whose  ancestors  lived  in  Australia  before  the  Europeans 
came. 

English  is  the  language  of  Australia.  However,  the  Aborigines 
have  many  different  languages.  When  an  Aborigine  who  speaks  the 
Gu  Gu  Yalanji  language  sees  a  visitor  that  he  likes,  he  says: 

GAW  G  AW 

While  many  Australians  live  in  large  modern  cities  such  as  Mel¬ 
bourne  and  Sydney,  others  live  in  smaller  cities  such  as  Hobart  and 
Perth.  Some  people  in  Australia  live  on  cattle  stations.  The  Abo¬ 
rigines  have  developed  the  ability  to  live  on  land  where  other  people 
cannot  survive  without  special  help.  Certain  areas  of  Australia  are 
reserved  for  the  Aborigines,  but  some  of  these  people  are  discon¬ 
tented  with  their  lives  on  the  reserves  as  well  as  about  other  matters. 

Each  group  of  Aborigines  has  its  own  land.  Their  land  is  very 
important  to  them  because  they  think  that  the  spirits  of  their  an¬ 
cestors  live  in  it.  There  are  people  who  wish  to  take  over  the  land 
belonging  to  some  of  the  Aborigine  groups  for  other  purposes. 
They  would  like  these  Aborigines  to  move  to  a  different  place,  but 
the  owners  do  not  like  the  idea  of  moving. 

Children  in  Australia  must  attend  school  until  they  are  at  least 
fourteen  years  old,  in  some  states  until  they  are  sixteen.  For  higher 
education  there  are  231  technical  schools,  19  teachers’  colleges, 
14  universities,  and  3  university  colleges.  A  child  who  lives  on  a 
cattle  station  is  usually  unable  to  reach  a  regular  school.  He  must 
tune  in  to  school  on  a  short-wave  radio  and  talk  with  his  teacher 
by  radio  transmission.  The  teacher  even  takes  attendance  by  radio. 
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People  in  Australia  do  not  like  to  rush.  Many  are  very  easy¬ 
going.  If  there  is  an  important  ball  game,  some  people  will  not  go 
to  work  that  day.  Most  people  in  Australia  like  to  dress  informally. 
In  some  areas  men  may  even  wear  short  pants  to  work  in  their 
offices,  and  no  one  thinks  it  is  unusual.  Many  Australians  believe 
that  if  a  person  is  rich  he  should  not  show  off  with  his  money.  How¬ 
ever,  those  who  try  to  earn  more  money  are  not  looked  down  on. 

Australians  are  very  sports-minded.  The  success  of  the  nation’s 
swimmers,  tennis  players,  track  champions,  and  cricketers  is  a  sign 
of  the  people’s  interest  in  sports.  Water  sports  at  the  coast  are 
especially  popular;  they  are  enjoyed  by  people  from  the  cities  in 
their  thousands.  National  parks  and  wildlife  reserves  also  provide 
recreation  areas,  as  do  the  slopes  of  the  Australian  Alps  during  the 
winter. 

Human  life  is  considered  very  important.  The  government  pro¬ 
vides  a  National  Health  Scheme  for  people  to  obtain  hospitalization, 
drugs,  and  medical  aid.  There  is  a  government  pension  system  for 
people  who  may  need  help. 

Australian  law  is  based  on  English  practice.  In  the  1850’s,  the 
Australians  developed  a  new  type  of  ballot,  called  the  Australian 
ballot  or  secret  ballot.  It  was  considered  better  than  the  older 
methods  of  voting  and  was  adopted  by  many  other  countries,  too. 
It  protected  the  voter  by  allowing  him  to  record  his  vote  without 
being  required  to  tell  anyone  the  name  of  the  person  he  had  voted 
for.  According  to  the  law  of  Australia,  a  person  running  for  poli¬ 
tical  office  may  spend  only  a  certain  amount  of  money  on  his  cam¬ 
paign. 

Australia  has  many  unusual  animals  such  as  Tasmanian  devils, 
duck-billed  platypuses,  kangaroos,  dingoes,  kookaburras,  and  emus. 
There  are  many  plants  that  grow  only  in  Australia.  Some  plants  are 
dangerous:  if  a  person  touches  a  stinging  tree  he  can  be  sick  for 
weeks,  and  if  cattle  eat  lantana  bushes  or  poison  peaches,  they  may 
die. 

Among  the  Aborigines,  it  is  believed  that  there  is  a  relationship 
between  certain  animals  and  groups  of  people.  Thus,  they  will  not 
eat  such  animals.  Many  of  them  believe  in  “black  magic”  to  ac¬ 
complish  certain  goals.  They  hold  “corroborees”  -  tribal  dances  that 
can  be  either  religious  or  non-religious. 
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Some  Aborigines  believe  that  the  souls  of  unborn  children  live 
in  certain  trees.  Women  who  hold  this  belief  will  not  touch  such 
trees  because  they  believe  that  they  will  then  have  a  child.  There 
are  various  customs  relating  to  funeral  rites.  For  example,  some 
Aborigines  place  their  dead  in  tree  tops;  others  eat  the  corpse, 
believing  this  act  to  be  a  form  of  honoring  the  dead  by  making 
them  a  part  of  their  own  living  bodies. 

Early  in  Australia’s  history,  the  music  and  other  aspects  of  culture 
were  strongly  influenced  by  the  different  parts  of  the  world  that  the 
people  came  from.  Gradually,  however,  specifically  Australian 
musicians  and  music,  writers  and  books,  artists  and  art,  began  to 
appear.  Many  native-born  Australians  told  about  their  country  in 
words  and  in  pictures.  The  Aborigines  have  their  own  culture  - 
shown  in  their  legends,  dances,  and  rock  paintings  -  which  is  very 
different  from  that  of  the  other  Australians. 
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